
Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  

Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

POSITIVELY PASCO 
 
 Your Online Connection to Pasco Schools 

ALAS Students Deliver STEM-Focused Camp at Lakeview 

August 23, 2016 

 

1 

The student leadership group Ambassadors 

of Lakeview Achieving Success (ALAS) 

hosted their annual summer camp for K-7 

students who live in Pasco’s Lakeview  

community. About 50 attended the week-

long camp August 1-5. 

This is the fourth time that ALAS has orga-

nized the camp for their younger peers, and 

this year’s camp was focused on science, 

technology, engineering and math (STEM) 

lessons. 

After some training from tutors provided by 

Sol Case Management, the ALAS students 

shared the STEM lessons with the campers, 

including a lesson on building rockets that 

was geared toward the 5-7 grade students at 

the camp. “For me, it was really neat when the kids came 

back on the last day and called us teachers,” 

says ALAS member Brenda Yepez. “We de-

veloped a bond with them and you could tell 

that they really enjoyed the camp.” 

The camp also included educational presenta-

tions on drug and alcohol abuse, good habits for 

healthy living, and a safety demonstration from 

police and fire department personnel. 

ALAS would like to thank the Pasco Discovery 

Coalition, Community Health Plan, the Pasco 

Police and Fire Departments, and the Pasco 

School District for helping them put together 

this year’s summer camp.  

Members of Ambassadors of Lakeview Achieving Success (ALAS) celebrate 

after wrapping up their summer STEM camp. 

ALAS students help younger students with their multiplication tables 

during their summer STEM camp. 
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Do you have a passion for working with kids? Or 

maybe you’ve just graduated high school and you’re 

not financially ready to move on to college yet? The 

Regional Service Corps is looking for people just like 

you to join their team as tutors in their Literacy and 

Academic Success program. 

The Regional Service Corps 

got their start back in 1992 

with a group of six corps 

members. Now, they’re gear-

ing up for their 25th year with 

the goal of sending out 20 tu-

tors to help elementary teach-

ers in classrooms throughout 

the Pasco School District. 

Stephan Harrell, director of 

Regional Service Corps, says 

the program offers a great op-

portunity for people in our 

community, like parents, grandparents, siblings and 

other relatives who already have a connection to the 

students in our schools. “If you’re thinking about a 

career in education or just want to check it out, this is 

a great way to do that,” Harrell says. “Plus, you could 

be helping out at the school your child attends.” 

It’s a ten-month full-time commitment that starts in 

September and continues through June.  After three 

weeks of training, and then an additional week of tu-

tor-specific training, you’ll be assigned to a school to 

work with kids in small groups, helping them to im-

prove their math and reading skills. 

It’s a great program for recent high school graduates 

who are still saving up for college. After you com-

plete your service commitment, you’ll receive an edu-

cation award of $5,775 that can be used toward the 

cost of school. Recent college graduates can also use 

the education award to pay off a portion of their stu-

dent loans. 

“We’ve had people come in who say ‘I like kids but I 

don’t want to teach. I’ll do this for a year to get the 

education award and pay back my student loans’,” 

Harrell says. “But then they’re the ones who end up 

falling in love with education and they end up becom-

ing paraeducators or even 

teachers.” 

Harrell says many of the pro-

gram’s alums have become 

paraeducators and teachers in 

the area. Others have used that 

leadership and workforce train-

ing to become doctors and law-

yers, or counselors and social 

workers. The program is also a 

great fit for parents who are 

looking to re-enter the work-

force now that their kids are in 

school, and for recent retirees 

who have no interest in a rocking chair. “Many of 

them volunteered with the Peace Corps when they 

were growing up, so they already have that ethic of 

service,” Harrell says. 

If they don’t use the education award to go pursue a 

degree, they could pay for continuing education or 

personal enrichment courses. Plus, those who are 55 

or older and complete the program can transfer that 

education award to a child or grandchild. “If they 

spend two years in the program, they earn nearly 

$12,000 in education funding,” Harrell adds. 

If you’re interested in learning more about the pro-

gram, you can find a treasure trove of information on 

their website at www.rsca.us. You can also contact 

their office at (509) 546-0180. But you need to act 

soon. The program starts on September 1. 

Tutors Needed for Literacy and Academic Success Program 

A Regional Service Corp tutor helps students 

with their  art projects. Photo Courtesy: Region-

al Service Corps 

http://www.rsca.us
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The Pasco School District is proud to welcome local busi-

nesses and organizations to the PEAK!, or Partners in Edu-

cating All Kids, program. Some partners are new, while 

others are returning 

for the seventh year 

of the program. 

Principals gathered 

to meet with their 

partner businesses 

and organizations 

for the PEAK! 

leadership work-

shop and luncheon 

held at the Booth 

Building on Au-

gust 4.  

Elementary schools 

and New Horizons 

High School have two partners, middle schools have three 

partners, and Chiawana and Pasco high schools have four 

partners. Several organizations have again partnered with 

more than one school.  

PEAK! Partners enter into a contract with the District for 

the school year. They pay $500, which goes directly to 

their partner school(s). This money can be used for 

awards, parties, prizes for math and science nights, and 

other activities that sup-

port the school’s im-

provement plan.  

More importantly, the 

business or organiza-

tion agrees to partici-

pate in three activities 

with their partner 

school during the 

school year. These ac-

tivities range from 

reading with students to 

large scale organized 

events including con-

tests, themed math and 

science nights, and even field trips to local businesses.  

Please help us welcome and support our new and returning 

PEAK! Partners. If you know of a business or organization 

that may be interested in this innovative program, contact 

Community Relations Manager Ana Munguia at 543-

6743. 

District Welcomes New and Returning PEAK! Partners 

Angelou Elementary Principal Diana Cissne (right) discusses the up-

coming year with PEAK! Partner Flor Mendoza from El Chapala. 

Summer is Almost Over! 

The start of the 2016-17 school year is right around the corner! 

If you need to register your child for school, you can now do it 

online. For more information, visit www.psd1.org/register. 

Computer kiosks are also set up at all Pasco schools and are 

ready to take registration information. 

Parents, don’t forget that beginning this year all students in 

grades 9 through 12 are required to provide evidence of two dos-

es of the varicella vaccine, more commonly known as chicken-

pox, before the start of school. You can also provide documenta-

tion from your doctor that your child has had the disease. 

http://www.psd1.org/register
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The following lists contain supplies that are generally useful in the classroom. The items on this list are not 

required and all students will be provided with the necessary materials to actively engage in classroom learn-

ing activities.   

Primary K-2nd grades 

 Ear buds 

 Glue sticks 

 Facial Tissue 

 Quart or gallon ziptop plastic bags 

 Pencils  

 Crayons 

 Pens blue or black 

 Erasers 

 Scissors – no sharp point 

Intermediate 3rd-6th grades 

 Ear buds 

 Glue sticks 

 Facial Tissue 

 College ruled paper 

 2” Three ring binder 

 Quart or gallon ziptop plastic bags 

 Pencils 

 Colored pencils 

 Pens blue or black 

 Erasers 

Elementary School Suggested Supply List  

 
 

First day of school for 2016-17 

Grades 1-7 and 9: August 30 

Grades 8 and 10-12: August 31 

Kindergarten: September 1 

 

Find the complete 2016-17 calendar online at 

www.psd1.org/calendars 

For the 2016-17 school year, supply lists from Chess, Curie STEM, 

Livingston, Markham, McClintock STEM, McGee and Twain ele-

mentary schools may include additional items than those that ap-

pear on these lists.   

http://www.psd1.org/calendars
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Pasco School District is pleased to announce our new mobile 

app designed specifically to keep our families better informed 

and connected to what’s going on in our schools. The new 

Pasco School District mobile app is available for both iPhone 

and Android smartphones. 

The app delivers real time school news to a smartphone for 

fast, up-to-date access. The app features the latest news, in-

cluding push notifications about breaking news, closures, 

weather, events and more. Parents can also track student 

grades, assignments, lunch balances, and more using the app. 

You’ll also find maps with school locations, phone numbers 

and staff information. 

The app is FREE and available for download today. From a 

smartphone, go to the iTunes App Store or Google Play and 

search “Pasco School District.” Then select the Pasco School 

District app for a free download. 

To access your student(s) information, input your Parent Por-

tal password. If you’ve forgotten it, don’t worry, it will be mailed to you! 

New Pasco School District Smartphone App Available Now! 

Bus Drivers Needed! 

The Pasco School District is hiring bus drivers to work 20-35 hours per week. The District will train qualified 

candidates. Requirements include: 

 High school diploma or GED 

 Valid WA driver’s license and five 

years driving experience 

 Clean driving record 

 Able to pass exhaustive back-

ground check 

 Must be able to work flexible 

hours  

 Must enjoy working with students 

of all ages 

 Physically and mentally able to perform daily routines and inspections 

Our students need a ride to school, so if you know someone who might be interested please share this infor-

mation with them! 
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Congratulations to New Horizons High School teacher Jackie 

Brewster who was recently named the GRADS Teacher of the 

Year by the state’s Family and Consumer Sciences Educators, 

which are part of the Washington Association for Career and 

Technical Education (WA-ACTE). 

GRADS stands for Graduation, Reality and Dual-Role Skills.  

As a teacher at New Horizons, Brewster makes a positive differ-

ence for many teenage parents who are working to balance 

school work with caring for a young child. 

To earn the award, recipients must make significant contribu-

tions toward innovative, unique and novel programs that serve to 

improve and promote necessary skills for GRADS students. 

“We’re very proud of the work Jackie has done with her students 

at New Horizons,” says Deb Thurston, the district’s assistant 

director of Career and College Readiness. “This honor is well 

deserved for sure.” 

Brewster was honored at a luncheon on August 9 during WA-

ACTE’s summer conference in Spokane. 

New Horizons’ Brewster Named GRADS Teacher of the Year 

New Horizons High School teacher Jackie 

Brewster was honored at the WA-ACTE sum-

mer conference on August 9. 

The 400 third-graders who attended the district’s 

STEM summer school at Captain Gray STEM, Curie 

STEM and McClintock STEM elementary schools all 

headed home with a very special gift this year. 

The Children’s Reading Foundation of the              

Mid-Columbia delivered more than 800 books to the 

schools and each child was able to take two books 

home with them. 

A big “Thank You” to the Children’s Reading Foun-

dation for helping to keep Pasco kids reading and 

learning this summer.  

Children’s Reading Foundation Delivers Books to Summer School 
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Aug. 23: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Aug. 30: First Day of School (Grades 1-7 and 9)  

Aug. 31: First Day of School (Grades 8 and 10-12) 

Sept. 1: First day of kindergarten  

Sept. 5: Labor Day (No School) 

           Sept. 11-17: National Arts in Education Week 

           Sept. 13: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Board Notes 8-9-16 

 

 

Study Session 
 Discussion about Board of Directors governance policies.   

 

Reports/Discussions: 

 Michelle Whitney updated the school board on the continuing work around developing and implementing a board 

governance model. This was the second of three presentations, and it focused specifically on Operational Expecta-

tions. 

 Erich Bolz presented a report to the school board on Pasco School District’s College and Career Readiness pro-

grams including data analysis of student achievement. 

 

Action Items: 

 The Board approved the School Board’s legislative priorities for capital projects for the 2017 legislative session. 

 The Board approved moving forward with the purchase of 76 acres of property along Burns Road for $2,766,635.40 

including applicable fees and closing costs. 

 

Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Interlocal Agreement for School Resource Officer between Pasco School 

District No. 1 and City of Pasco, Washington; Approval of Pasco High School Phase III Project Change Order No. 1; 

Approval of Recommendation of Architectural and Engineering Firm for Pre-K Center Project. 

 

Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 

can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 

www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco 

School 

Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly schooled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/

domain/24. 

Upcoming Events: 
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